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fter the First World War spiritualist meetings were held in various halls in Harrow and in 1938 the Harrow Spiritualist Church,
scommodating 180 people, was opened in Vaughan Road. (fn 23) Home circles in the Wembley area developed in 1929 into the
/embley Spiritualists' Society. Rooms were hired until the Wembley Spiritualists’ National Church was constructed in 1957 in St. John's
oad. (f". 24) In 1940 a Spiritualist church, meeting in a private house in Rayners Lane, was registered in Pinner (fn. 25) and a Christian
piritualist church, St. Michael's, was registered in Northolt Road, Roxeth, and, later in that year, in Kenton Road, Kenton. (fn. 26)
nother Christian Spiritualist church, founded in 1948, met initially in Cecil Park, Pinner, and, from 1948, in Bridge Street, (fn. 27) The
vangelicals met in a wooden building in Wealdstone from 1921 until a brick building was opened in Mason's Avenue in 1928. (fn. 28) A
acond church was opened in Charlton Road, Kenton, in 1959. (fn. 29) Jehovah's Witnesses were established in 1936 in Harrow, using
ired rooms until a Kingdom Hall was erected in Peel Road, Wealdstone, in 1939. (fn. 30) A Kingdom Hall was opened in Oakington
lanor Drive, Wembiey, (fn. 31) in 1956 and a separate community was founded at Pinner in 1958. (fn 32) The Assemblies of God
pened the South Harow Pentecostal Assembly in Northolt Road, Roxeth, in 1938 and re-registered it as the Full Gospel Church in
outh Hill Avenue in 1959, (fn. 33) They also registered rooms in 1941 in Wembley, first in Neeld Parade and then in Wembley Hill Road,
ut this registration was cancelled in 1954. (fn. 34) The one Seventh Day Adventist church grew out of services held in the Majestic
allroom and other halls in Wembley in 1940; a house in Barham Close was bought and registered in 1841, (fn_35) Christian Scientists
rst met in Oddfellows Hall, Maxwell Lane, Pinner in 1920. A Sunday school and reading room were erected in Elm Park Road in 1926
nd the community was recognized as a branch of the First Church of Christ, Scientist, in 1929. The church was built and registered in
937. (fn. 36) A Harrow branch was formed in 1953 and met in the Labour Hall, Railway Approach. (fn. 37)




darrow bationmal Spiritualist Church, "The Light on the Hill"

Harrow H.S. Church advertises in most of the psychic press and when
doing so, the expression wihe Light on the Hill* is always used. This
set me to wondering who had coined this phrase and S0 [ determined to
try and rind out some of the history of this, my own church.

This led to other questions; when had the church land site been
purchased? from where and from whom had the church building itself been
purchased?

Ths answers given to me by church members were hesitant and uncertain
and the only derinite information was that. the church was erected "some
time in the thirties". After the passage of years three past presidents
-ould not even pull from their memories the dates when they were in
office!! With the words," all the years seem to roll into each other",
the project was shelved.

That is, until six months later when 1 was approached by a man and his
wife who live ten houses away in my road. This man's brother had been a
nast president of Harrow Church and had lived with them for many years.
He had recently died, in South Africa, and when tidying up some of his
sifects that had been left in their house they had found several large
pundles and bags of church papers. A1l of this just ten houses from
where [ livel!

The earliest letter was dated 3rd December 1034, from Sydney Vard,
Surveyors and Valuers, Land and Estate agents of Bank Chambers,
Stanmore, Middx. , offering a site for sale. This site was situated on
the corper of Vealdstone High Road and 120 , Spencer Road and was known
as Harrcw Weald High School. An advert for this school appears in
Kelly's Directary of 1034; today it is a kindergarten.

The leading members af what was then called "The Harrow Spiritualist
Society” had fixed a date of Sunday 17th December 1034, to view this
site, when another letter arrived fram Sydney Yard Ltd. on the 14th of
December. This letter informed the soclety that instructions bad just
bean received tO sell a new freehold eite at 1, Vaughan Road, Harrow,
for 2450, This site vas well served by bus and Underground services and
wae "no more than a guarter of a mile" from the Conservative Club in
Lowlands Road. This was advantageous because the Harrow Spiritualist
Society rented a room twice a week from the Conservative Club, ta bold
their Services there.

On the 17th December 1934, the Society made the vendor an offer of £350
for the Vaughan Road site, which was rejected. On 10th December a
revised otter of 2450, (the original asking price), was made and duly
accepted. ALl of this correspondence was carried out on pehalf of the
Spiritualist Society by Mr.A. Narks of 10, Hibbert Road, Harrow Weald.
He was sent a letter on 19th Mairch 1935 by the Society's solicitors,
Hall, Brydon and Chapman of Manchester saying," Ve thank you for your
letter, returning the contract, sigped on behalf of the Saciety" .

This same letter states that the pormal completion time was dne month
from the exchange of contracts, and SO the assumption has peen made that
this procedure Was followed and that the present church site was
purchased on OT about, the 15th April 1935.

i anybody out there has any further information o1 Harrow Church,
please contact me, Bob Ward, 57 Oxford Road, Harrow, Hiddx. HA14JH

¢ Olel 4w?3v?0 )

yell,all this started with me trying to find out who had coined the
phrase "The Light on the Hill®. I still have anot found out yet!

Retter press oOn.

;- —_— — S




R e
= 1
Yz T

erly Review of the Harrow NS, Church

o s

L e ts

e —

At g,

T P——— o T < =1 - W el R
e il S S I MO fis B B L A T

NEW YEARS SOCIAL

Never let it be said that the organisers of the social events are
afraid to "let their hair down". We told you that the evening
would 'be entertaining and full of surprises and you weren't
disappointed. Members arrived ir: fancy dress, which was
optional, and a prize was awarded to the '"Phantom of the Opera'
(heavily disguised as Richard)! Sylvia and George entertained us
by miming to a recording as did Sarah. Robin hosted the evening
which commenced with a mini trivia quiz. Following the break for
refreshments Robin, accompanied by Vivian Craggs on piano, led
the revellers in song (he even did a dance routine!! - oh yes he
did!) The end of the evening saw a send up of Harrow, a song
composed by Dawn and Pat (well disguised as clowns) which was a
great hit with the audience and requests for copies of the words
have been pouring in (eat your heart out Andrew Lloyd Webber)!
The whole night proved to be a truly great success with everyone
entering into the spirit of the occassion.

We'll see what we can do for next year.

TRIVIA QUIZ

These are always popular and since their first introduction have
proved successful with friendly rivalry and banter. Our thanks
must go to Maggie who painstakingly researches the questions for
the event. Ealing Church always have representatives at our quiz
nights and I am told that they are going to organise one at
Ealing. Come on troops, lets get a couple of teams together and
support their evening - lets show them who has the best teams.

PSYCHIC SUPPER

Firstly our thanks must be expressed to Dave and Susan for

their hard work in preparing the buffet for this event. AS usual
this evening was well attended and enjoyed by both the Mediums
and sitters. We would also like to convey our thanks to Alice
and Vera who worked tirelessly throughout the evening.

WLDC CENTENIAL CELEBRATION

The trip to Worthing on 12th May has now been arranged. We shall
be joined by a dozen members of Ealing Church for a full day out
in Sussex. The coach is expected to leave Harrow around 8.30am
and pick up passengers at Ealing before heading south. It is
expected that you will arrive in Worthing at lunchtime when the
afternoon is yours to do whatever You want, just remember we
would like you all sober by 7.30pm for the big demo in the
Pavilion. The special demonstration features Gordon Higginson
and our own Robin Stevens. I have made sure you all have the
best seats, so be sure and behave yourselves and dont rustle the
popcorn bags too loudly! Kiss me Quick hats should be removed
upon entry!




Another important date you will want to note is Saturday, 28th
July. Robin Stevens and Mary Duffy will be appearing at the
Gordon Craig Theatre, Stevenage. All those interested in this
special event should contact me (Dawn) and I will provide further
information.

Just as a matter of interest, Robin Stevens was elected President
of the West London District Council on Saturday, 17th March and
we congratulate and wish him well during his term of office. (I
was elected Secretary of WLDC - perhaps commiserations are more
in order!)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

The Spring Fair is drawing closer - April 21lst. We do need your
contributions in order to make the event a success. So please
bring in anything saleable. Cakes can be frozen, so we willingly
welcome these. Robin will be in attendance providing auragraph
readings and Chris will be there to give healing to those who
wish it. The usual stalls will be manned and refreshments served
throughout the afternoon. Come along and give us your support.
Only yvou can make it a success!!

June 1l6th sees Harrows' first Photographic Fair. For full
details contact Ken Valentine who is organising this event.

STOP PRESS HARROWS TRIVIA NIGHT SATURDAY 7TH JULY

A TOUCH OF HISTORY

THE LIGHT ON THE HILL, by Bob Ward

Even before I became a member of Harrow Spiritualist National
Union Church, I had noticed that the expression "The light on the
Hill was mentioned in all of their adverts in 'Here and There'
and 'Pyschic News'. Then after joining and becoming a member of
the Church for some 4 - 5 years, I took it into my mind tp put
together a "potted history" of Harrow Church. I wanted to
determine who had coined the phrase "The Light on the Hill" and
also when the land of the present site had been purchased.?

From where and whom had the Harrow Church building itself been
purchased? What had this building been before and when was it
erected on the present sight?

The answers given to me by Church members were hesitant and
uncertain and the only definite information forthcoming was that
our present Church was erected 'sometime in the early thirties'.
After the passage of time, even past Presidents could not
remember the dates for their terms of office. With the words
ringing in my ears "All the years seem to roll into each other",
the project was shelved in August 1989.

That is, until February 1990. In our street, living some 10
doors up the road, were a man and his wife who I knew had been
interested in Spiritualism many years ago. It transpired that
this mans brother had been a past president of Harrow Church.
The past President, Mr Derek Waine had passed in January 1990 in




South Africa and they had found in their house, just up the road,
a considerable amount of Church papers and minutes. These were
passed onto me, and I am indebted to Mrs C Waine for doing this.

The earliest letter in this bundle was dated 3rd December 1934,
from Sydney Ward Ltd, Surveyors & Valuers, Land and Estate Agents
of Bank Chambers, Church Rd., Stanmore, Middx., offering a site
for sale, freehold or leasehold. This site was located on the
corner of Wealdstone High Road and Spencer Rd., and known as
Harrow Weald High School and 129 is opposite the Roman Catholic
Church. It was offered freehold for the sum of £850. for the
site and £100 for the buildings. An advert of this school
appeared in Kellys' Directory of 1934 and is reproduced herewith,
it is+still a kindergarten school today.

The leading members of what was then called the Harrow
Spiritualist Society had fixed a date of Sunday, 17th December
1934 to view this site, when another letter was received from
Sydney Ward Ltd on the 1l4th December. this letter informed the
Society that he had just been instructed to sell a freehold site
in Vaughan Road, Harrow for £450.00

to be continued.....
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: complete change of personality taking place within her. “Having
! become that person, T attempt o portray his or her personality’, She
4 ‘feels” the person coming through. What appears first on the paper is
an expression — 4 laugh or a scowl, a look of gentleness or of strength,
Actual features follow after she has caught the personality.

The sketches are produced in a matter of minutes because, as she
‘ told the Psychic News, *1 know exactly what to draw without thinking
: aboutit. IUs involuntary, like breathing or walking.” Remarkable like-
! nesses appear on the paper of people she has never seen or known.
Not only are their features usually instantly recognizable to those who
love them but the psychic often portrays them in the sort of clothes
they favoured when they were alive.

She married Arthur Polge in 1949, but became so engrossed in her
psychic work that the marriage broke up after eight years. Faced
with the necessity of earning her own living, she turned to full-time
mediumship. Her second marriage was to Tom Johansen, secretary of
the Spiritualist Association of Great Britain.

At the last count in 1984 Coral Polge was estimated to have produced
in the region of 90,000 spirit drawings, which must make her the most
prolific portrait artist of modern times.




CORJ"&« L
POLGE

[he world-renowned British psyehic artist, Coral
Polge. passed into the spirit world on 29th April
2001 in Surrey. England. Coral had given 34
vedars of dedicated service o the people in the
world of the spirit. and o thenr loved ones who
searched for evidence ol their survival here on
the carth.

Just take a look at the two psychic portraits on
the right. and you'll see why her mediumistic gift

was so highly valued and praised. and why it will

be so greatly and sadly missed,
Coral ]'HI':‘L.‘ worked li[\.‘lk.'.‘--.“l‘\ across the L_Jli‘ Lo
promote the wonderful message ol the survival of
the soul alter death, and her excellent book
contains startling examples ol her
work.
It would be 3|\||"n'mhi|“\lu [0 sty how many P\_'Uiﬂy
were helped by this remarkable woman's walent
and psyehie gilt: she worked iy nearly every
country of the world, was olten interviewed on
television and radio. and in the press. and she
dricd the eyes of countless thousands of bercaved
orldwide. It is fitting thut she is
red and paid wribute to here.

peojile w
remembe

the

On hearing the news
renowned British medium. healer and psyehic
author Stephen O'Bricn. with whonm she'd worked
many times, wrote a tribute to her work n

[ it he suid of her

ol her passing.

|5 nze
1301

nritual awareness o

rowds ¢

'She ratsed the

audicnees. Huge wople sat entranced

as. Irom out ol now here, their loved ones™ faces
appearcd again betore their wearful eye

Mourne
mended: und her L;|l_ ted i'\.’\_“.]";... LS wery
always thritled with their sketches. Her
mediumistic skills will be praised as highly as

en hearls were

were comivrted: brok

they will be missed. Coral Polge has carned he
place as one of the twentieth century’s most
outstanding psychic artists.'

And those whom she helped worldwide. would
certainly agree.

A Tribure to the
World-Famous Psychic Artist

Two Impressive Examples of Coral Polge's
Acclaimed Psychice Portraiture:

LT TR
- N
SRS T
Anove: the father of Kay Hunter, who wrote

Livi
ki

e Images with Coral Polge: but Coral

1 1 .'I.f.’."if*__' of H’I;_" "' \ famih ,f'.',-'\.'sr.",‘

FYET s . VS ' A Ly
prior 1o drawing this sketch

v von of

Virs Beavles of Rhodesic
(& Africe), whao dicd while having an

ralion to correct his oroken nose, which is

vl in the ps parirdail as being in

stightly hetter shape in his spirit body.

This i was done as a postal reading’
and Hiv lad's characier is clearly capritred
( o [mages was written by Coral Polge.

with Kay Hunter. and has appeared in several
cditions and in several languages: Regency
Press/Thorsons publishers’ and there's a
current 1997 paperback edition by the
Spirittalist Association ol Great Britain;
ISBN: 09006971 7)
Click the title to purchase it from

amazom.co.uk)




FHarrow Mational Spirttualist Church

Celebrates its sixtieth birthday
with
Coral Polge
(Psychic Artist)
&

Bill Landis

7.30pm Saturday 20th January 1996
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A Psychic Photograph of Red Cloud.
Estelle's Spirit Guide

ESTELLE ROBERTS
in her later years,

(May 1889 - Nay 1970)

One of Britain's Most Gifted 20th-Century Medivms

Even thougl e e 1 ¢ rer o
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In the 1940s and 1950s verbatim reports were
made of Estelle’s messages by stenographers
present at her public mug.tm“s Here are a few
simple snippets of her messages. and in the
first one a 'dead’ brother is returning to his
sister who is seated in a crowd:

Estelle: Te has brought Jim with him.
Woman: | can't place a Jim.

Lstelle: He's vour mother's brother.
Woman: Yes that's right!

Estelle: He's met Aunt Jinny

Woman: I don't remember her,

Estelle: She's an in-law connected with your
mother. Her name was Mary Anne June,
Woman: Oh yes!

To another lady, whom stelle had singled
out of 4 large crowd of people. she said:
Estelle: There is a young airman who wants
to talk. You are his mother. Belore this
meeting. vou went to his portrait and asked
him to get through tonight. if he could.
Woman: Yes.

Before going on to relay the boy's poignant
message ol love, Bstelle gave his correct age
as twenty-two,

Another recipient received through Mrs
Raberts news of her four 'dead’ brothers. then
the medium announced:

Fstelle: They have brought Mary with them.
Woman: Mary? | can't recall hu.

Estelle: Well, T must help you. She is your
father's sister,

Woman: Qh yes!

back to top of columns

"My mother wrote to every man in the
Lincolnshire Regiment who was taken
prisoner." writes Dame Barbara Cartland,
"Several replied that they had heard that
Captain Anthony Cartland was a prisoner."

At Dame Barbara's suggestion, and using the
pseudonym of Mrs Hamilton, her mother
booked a sitting with Fstelle Roberts. Dame
Barbara records that::

Fstelle suddenly announced, "You have come
to consult me ahnm yoursons. They are both
here beside vou,'

"Not both." said Dame Barbara's mother.
detensively. "One is a prisoner.”

Estelle Roberts shook her head. "No." she
insisted. "They are together. The youngest
one tells me that he was Killed the ety betore
his brother. Now they are both ltlllﬂnw

e !hc they have so much they want to Sit)
to you,'

But Dame Barbara's mother refused 1o listen.
certain that Tony was still alive. "What a
waste of money!" she commented after the
sitting.,

Fut I-su-l le Roberts had been correet - the
nextyear g letter arrived from the Ministry of
!)dcnu wl\an that Tony had indeed been
Killed in action. on May 29, exactlv one day
hefore the death of his elder brothe 7

/\UHL.'/'H’

Because Ustelle had made this announcemeni
even hefore the Ministry of Defence had
received any news of the missing boy - she
could have received this information only
[rom the spirit world.

The remarkable autobiography of Estelle
Roberts is now out-of-print but is still
available through specialist Internet
bookstores and sccond-hand bookshops. It's
called:

Fitty Years a Medium (Corgi Books: 1975).
There was also an carlier version called:
Forny Years a Mediwm




My Memcins of Light on the Bill

Iy
lialia Cross
Peopie offen asked me about my name
I was actually naimed affer a stage schocl.
I uised ic play t© an audience having been o stage school from a
voung age | was trained by my mother
I eventually had a successful career as a fashion model and
met my then future hoasband Lamy Cross at a function
I first started (¢ come ic Farrow spiritualist Chuarch in 1343
it wasn*t intended but because of iy friend sueeested that §
may get some comfort and even a messace from my beloved
deceased husband Larry Cross whio was a well known acior
It was rather sitrange situation as he collapsed whilst plaving on
the golf course and died on the way to the hospital

i had what is known as a “reading®™
Fut me being me not expecting amvihing really was asic ullded
by what happened next
when the medium during the sevice came o me and
described what [ felt as my husband®s brciher
Fihe medinm was clear and said =*its your husband® and
described the recent events that led (o his death
How remarkable that it was my first timme in a Spiritualist
Church and ihis was my first message?
Throueh this being my first message 1 became more invoived
with the church and eventually jcined the commitiee
i became Dresident (or aboui twe and a half vears and stood
down o be taken over by Lobin Stevens
During sy stint as Cresident
My mother had a sideboard at home and when she died she
donated it to the church | regularty chaired and the first time
did this the mediun: said | scunded like a dose of salis but that
initial experience was Best it certainky
grounded mel?
when i lcok back on my thme at the chorch | have fond
memories about a number of things
Cne Pemarkable situaticon thatl proves how Spirit exist was
Were psed (o have cifdde on Wednesdays and it was in the cffice
or comumitiee reom as we called it then
A lady who attended often had some financial problemns
$¢ much sc that the bank saggested she rents ancther
accommaodaticn with her family.
-l a message from spirit said “*fear nc more all will be well™
she went home and over the fcllowing few days a letter arrived
from a close friend with £3.00C




The $Spirit messace came fromi no other than Leslie Flint a well
known medinm and teacher
This circle was run by Marion Findlay very strict but supporiive
I am somietimes asked if it is possible for a medium (o cheat
with their clainvovance my answer to that is itis more likely
be difficult than not because if the sincerity and the intention is
genuine then the communication is clearly from the Spirit
YWaorld
iIf § can say whal is important about this movemment | remember
how ancther cose friend who introduced themselves Dhyilis
Eutland whose husband was also briefly Dresident and Dhyilis
was a regular healer
And how they made me feel most welcome
Luit to highlight how this church has helped and s many
pecple over the vears
when I first attended a lady calied Clive Dorter asked §f [ would
like a cup of tea after the service
S$he was the church librarian and Decause of this gesture §
suggested (0 othier members of the committee that we aliow
refreshiment for pecple after the service te talk and mingie with
cach cther.
A wonderful memonry that still serves to this day




A lifetime of love shared - some now departed

with relatives: Father and Mother, Larry, Ray, Aunt Blanche, Uncle Sidney, Patti,
Graham, Brian, Robin and Astrid, Sheila and Gord, Gaggie, Doris, and Susan

with friends: Roddy, Ernie, Phyll, Norja, Janet and David, Elena, George, Tom, John
and Pat, Barbara, Kim and Guy, Pam, Lois, Alan, Lynsey, Kim, Paul and Laurie,
Dawn, Franca, Bill, Frank, Elio, Selwyn, Roger and Stella, George and Greta,
Caroline, Jason, Jerry, Joan, Jasmine and Michael, Marlene, Irene, Melody,
Elizabeth, Patricia, Sheelah, Yvonne, Mary Teresa, Mike and Louise, John and Irene,
Ernie and Yvonne, Lyn, Nellie, Alice , Betty and Alf, Siobhan, Terry, Sarah, Hazel,
David, Asha, Hazel, Denise, Evelyn, Florrie and David, Josh, Peter,

and neighbours: Surekha and Clive, Irene, Tessa and John, Joan, Joyce and Ron,
Pauline and Brian, Enid and Ruth, Val, Richard and Graham and Jo, Patrick, Bill,
Chris and Louise, Dani, Valda and Mervyn, Marlena, Alan and Renate.

Also with Rocky, Trudy, Oliver, Poppy, Chuck Chuck, Foxes, Rabbits, Dogs, Cats,
Donkeys, Birds, Gorillas, and pretty well anything animal vegetable and mineral
including the Woodland Trust, The Animal Welfare Trust, Wildlife Hospital, D Fossey
Gorilla Fund, PDSA, and RSPBA charities.

Italia Cross

Do not stand at my grave and weep. | am not there. | do not sieep.

I am a thousand winds that blow, | am the diamond glint on snow.

| am the sunlight on ripened grain, | am the gentle autumn rain.
When you wake in the morning ...hush, | am the swift, uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight. | am the soft starlight at night.

Do not stand at my grave and weep. | am not there. | do not sieep.
(Old Indian Prayer)

1916 - 2008




Tribute from Melody

Truly beautiful in every way,

And inspirational, | have to say,

Her kindness was there for all to see,
In particular; she was there for me.

A new star now shines in Heaven above,
Looking down on us all with love.

From Ernie
How we laughed. Like the time you went to work and a lady opened her
umbrella, caught your hat and sent it flying off with you dressed up to the
nines, chasing after it along Oxford Street and your hair exposed full of curiers!

From Jason

| could talk to her about anything. She was never old. Always modern and with
it.

From Anne

When | styled her hair | called her “Rock Chick”

From Bill

From years of wonderful memories, Italia the perfect hostess with always a
beautifully set table; gracious and patient with a willingness to take back and
change the champagne if it wasn't up to her Mother’s high standard! At lunch
June 26 2008, touching up her lips with lipstick like a true sophisticatel!

From Pam

An irreplaceable dearest friend.

From Jerry

From the start | could open up to Italia in a way | couldn’t with other people.
She was a solid part of my life; a rock. | miss not having her there, like a part of
me is missing. | enjoyed making the garden look nice for her.

From Barbara

Your generosity. When you came to meditate at our house, you brought me a

kaftan. You said “You will be much more comfortable in this Barbara™ and |
was. | still have it.

Service for Italia Cross
Breakspear Crematorium
21 August 2008

Minister Yvonne Stanbridge
Readings Barbara Barker
Music Larry Cross
Announcements:

All are invited to an ashes scattering party to continue to celebrate her life on
Saturday 23™ August 2008 at

48 Parkfield Avenue

Harrow Middx HA2 6NP

020 8428 2984

from Spm til late

Close Friends and Neighbours are invited to a dinner immediately following the
service at

Black Pepper Champagne Bar

461 Uxbridge Road

Hatch End

Middx HAS 4JS

020 8421 4349

All are invited to attend a Memorial Service at:

Harrow Spiritualist Church on Sunday, 14™ September 2008 at 7:30pm
1 Vaughan Rd Harrow Middx HA1 4DP

tel: 0208 537 0760 Les Pilgrim

ltalia’s daughter, Patti, would like to thank you for your attendance today and a
special thank you to those who have assisted her; particularly Barbara Barker and
Surekha and Clive Short for their help.




Remembering

GORDON
HIGGINSON

20th-Century Medium

Gordon Higginson's authorised
biography, On the Side of Angels.
written by Jean Bassett, details his
action-filled life, and records his
views on a range of topics and some
of the compelling evidence of
survival he received, and gave. from
people in the afterlife.

He recounts that his mother received
predictions from the spirit world
about his birth and his mediumistic
abilities. both of which were
fulfilled. His gifts included not only
trance and clairvovance. but also the
dramatic faculty of materialisation
when the so-called dead appear in
the seance-room to be reunited with
their loved ones - though his
materialisations were not as
consistently impressive as those of
Helen Duncan and Alee Harris.

Gordon began his mediumsitic
calling when he was twelve vears
old: his mother. Fanny Higginson
(herself a medium) trained him. and
in the course of his lifetime of
service to the spirit world he
travelled relentlessly up and down
the United Kingdom. appearing
before hundreds of thousands who
witnessed his brilliant clairvoyance
not only in Spiritualist churches, but
also in halls and theatres, including

(1918 - 1993)

In his book he recalls a wartime, spivi-
world intervention:

"One time we became trapped behind the
enemy lines. Our escape route. a bridge. had
been blown up. There seemed to be no way
out: there was a river. but we knew it was
treacherous and very deep in places. I had
been taught how 1o swim in full kit. but not
everyone could do so. 1 was in charge and
wondered what | could do to save these men
and get back 1o our lines.

"I went aside and spoke with my spirit
friends, desperately asking for help. Cuckoo
(his black child guide) was there. and she
said | was to trust her. She promised o
show me the way. and said. 'Remember the
bouncing ball!" Cuckoo reminded me of the
first game we used to play together: now
she would use that to bring us all to safety.
Approaching the water. | saw the ball, |
knew that I must follow it. and | must trust.
We crossed that river with the water
sometimes up to our chins.

"We all got through. even the shortest men.
How pleased we were to be safe on the right
side of that river. It is little wonder that the
platoon loved my little black guide. Some
of them collected pictures of black children
and named them Cuckee."




London's Royal Albert Hall. His
messages often contained the full
names and sometimes the addresses
of his recipients.

A dedicated Spiritualist. he held on
lo the Presidency of the Spiritualists’
National Union (SNU) for over 20
consecutive years, and he was one
of its ordained Ministers. In addition
lo being the Principal of the Arthur
Findlay College (right), W hich he
thought of as his ‘second home', he
was also the long-standing President
of Longton Spiritualist Church.
Staffordshire. England.

Following a series of mini-strokes. Gordon

passed over from a heart attack at his home

in Longton. in 1993.

Spensted Hall in Essex. England, the former
home of Arthur Findlay. and now the
headguarters of The Spiritualists’ National
Union and The Arthur Findlay College of
Psvehic Science, which is visited by
thousands of students each year.
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Minister claims

powers even he
barely believes

FOR all the sceptics’ mud throwing,

spiritualism and associated psychic
phenomena form a significant part of our

everyday lives.

As a child | watched series like Randall and
Hopkirk (Deceased), Carweazle and Bewitched
avidly. My faith in their supernatural storylines
was ‘only gradually undermined when, for

cxample, I discovered that furmiture did not
disappear when my mother twitched her nose.

And without sounding Loo much like the Bishop of
Durham, religious mysticism, 100, could be argued as
owing too much to humanistic psychic powers,

Certainly that line of argument would curry some
tavour with Ruiship spiritualist Robin Stevens, who is
the mimster at the Harrow National Spiritualist

Church.

Now 45 he has known of his ‘powers’ since he was

a schoolboy and has developed
them nto an art which takes
him round the world to ‘prove
survival' or, put another way,
the continuous existence of the
human soul.

“All religions say you hve
afier you dic. Spiritualists use
mediumship to attempt 1o prove
it. And we often do, 1 think, in
the sense of individual sans-
{action,” he said.

Dr Susan  Blackmore, of
Bristol University, told the
recent convention of the Para-
psychalogical Association that
despite a century's study in thay
greyarea no proof had yet been
found.

Mr Stevens, a personnel
officer in the Nauonal Health
Service, dismisses the pseudo-
scientific inguiry, replacing i
with the unashamedly non-
sciennific.

He siid; * Proof has got to be
subjective rather than objective.
118 for the individual ta decide ™

Chatnng to him in hus cosy
living room in a detached house
in Ruislip Manor [ almost began
1o believe lim, Tt 1S casy to see
why some people,perhaps those
who need to, do believe him, He
has a very welcoming character
that makes you feel quite at
ease.

He has the slightly camp wr of
a4 showman (at one pomnt he
descnbed hamself as that) — his
image of suburban convention-
ality just slightly pui askew by

PI

s studded ear, vuigar gold
jewellery and the small crystal
ball on Ins mantelpiece.
CGecasionally during the
interview | 1oyed with the idea
thal he could see what [ was
thinking which was a  httle
disconcertng. [ do not think he
could have done, but he
deseribed times when he woulkd
cantepnt people with their lies
— hi only way of knowing
being through his ‘powers’,
“They are ‘gobsmacked’
when | ¢confront them!™ he said.
Mr Stevens 15 well respecied
in his field. Colleagues in the
Institute of Spiritualist Mediums
described him as one of the best
i the country, and in the eails
seventies he performed wi lront
of # towal ol 18,000 people in
three dates at the Albert Hall
Despite all his success, Mr
Stevens refuses to go professional.
He appreciates the ‘normal’
working Mfestyle in which he
with non=spiritaatisl
that wider

mIXes

people and  ases

ease mention the Informer when
replying to Advertisements

The
psychic
showman

a place for evéryth{ii_g' e

experience to hetp him convey
the messages he gets from the.
other side. And s financial
indépendence means he can be
quite frank with his audicnce
“There was one time 1 had no
contaci, | just said to the
audience ‘Sorry, there's nothing
there and sat down. Leanallord
tovdo that beciause my MOTIEAES
doesn’t depend on it,” he said
Publicity has.aften been given
to those times when mediums
are used to help police find
corpses (and as much given
again when such attempts Lt
flat) but Mr Stevens has used his
expertise to help psychiatristsin
[celand,
And acearding 1o Mr Stevens
he can differentigte between o
schizaphrenic and a well person
with mediumistic powers -— a
tricky thing to do as both, in
some cases, will hear voices

Apparently a schizophrenic’s
aura fa kind of energy lield that
Is ‘-uppmud 10 surround each
e of usl iy very Japged and

St

Raobin Stevens

disperses easily, whereas, other
people  will have regular,
cohesive auras

None of this, of course, can be
proven and su, like Christianity
and other religions, requires
[aith

Mr Stevens himself can barely
helieve what he says he can do.

He said: “I'm forced 1@
believe in it because ['can do it
1t's vicarously proven to me
every ume | stand on stage and
L!\.J Il v

And as a nunister of 4 church
he reaffirmed his commitment
to the living, not the dead,
though it would seem he spends
a lot of time talking 1o both,

Aqnd he s worried by the way
ANYONE Can just set themselves
up as a medwm ot psychic and
make a lot of money out ol
doing nothing, He advises
people who want 1o sec a
medium to visit their nearest
recognised and registered spirit-
ualist church, which of course s
Phirrow

HARROW COLLEGE
OF HIGHER
EDUCATION

Commencing September
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Spiritualist Association of Great Britain -
SAGB
S0 w0l Wbz onl L Gensral Tnforouation 7 Gankatrl

The History of the Spiritualist Association of Great Britain (1872-2004)

Try and imagine this scene. It is a chill night - February 7, 1872, to be precise. See, sense
and smell Victorian London. Outside, gas-lights flicker in an evening breeze. Indeed, it
looks as though snow might be on the way, Horses jostie for space on the ever-crowded
roads, their warm breath looking like ghostly vapour. Peaple are rushing home, everyone
from the street urchins and traders to the professional classes. Even the old lady selling
violets seems anxious to vacate her pitch and head for the often foul-smelling East End
and her large, ever-demanding family. Women, many wearing fur mufflers and sensible
hats against the increasingly bitter cold, occasianally lift their now absurdly long dresses
just an inch or so to escape puddles, some of which are just starting to ice over...

Now the scene switches to 16, David Street, Marylebone in London's West End. Around a
dozen friends have gathered. Perhaps they were very different in class, size, education
and background: that we do not know. But what we do know is that they had but one
purpose - to discuss forming a Spiritualist society. After all, Modern Spiritualism had
begun in America in 1848. Surely it was time to establish a Spiritualist organisation.

Perhaps seated informally around a table - the well-stacked fire occasionally belching
smoke as a north wind blew down the chimney - the friends decided that, yes, they would
form a society. A few informal meetings were arranged.

On July 10 of that same year, the Marylebone Spiritualist Assoclation came into being as
an organised body. During the early years, meetings were held at various locations
throughout London, even including a carpenter's workshop and former police court. A
major problem was that Spiritualism was still a taboo subject. Indeed, so great was the
prejudice that occasionally the Association changed its name (unofficially, of course).

Now leap forward to September 1894, and to London's Mortimer Street where, thanks to
an anonymous donation of £50, "a commodious meeting place” was secured. Incidentally,
Emma Hardinge Britten, who founded "Two Worlds" and was the medium responsible for
the Spiritualists' National Union's Principles, delivered the opening address.

Over the next decades, the Association met at various places, such as Steinway Hall,
where famous trance medium J. J. Morse similarly delivered an opening address. Another
well-known venue was New Bond Street's Aeolian Hall,

In fact, it was not until February 1930 that the Association secured permanent premises at
42, Russell Square, in Holborn. By that time some of the most famous names in
contemporary Spiritualism had - or were - to serve it, such as Florence Marryat, the
novelist, W. T. Stead, Alfred Vout Peters, Estelle Roberts, Annie Brittain, Horace Leaf,
trance healer Fred Jones, trance and direct voice medium Kathleen Barkel, Nan

Mackenzie, Bertha Harris... the list is almost endless.

Not even the Second Worid War could halt the Association's activities, for an official air
raid sheiter was established in the basement. Amongst active staff members then were
Joe Benjamin. Within a comparatively short time other well-known mediums were to join
the Association's ranks, like Ena Twigg and Ivy Northage.

A major move - literally! - occurred in 1955 when the Association purchased a lease on its




present premises, 33, Belgrave Square, in the heart of plush Belgravia. The cost of the
then 92-year-long lease was a now unbelievably low £24,500, Famous Spiritualist Air
Chief Marshal Lord Dowding declared the magnificent building open. Indeed, he later took
part in one of a number of "At Homes" in order to raise money for the new headquarters,
Later, after an approach to the Board of Trade, the Association was renamed The
Spiritualist Association of Great Britain, a move which rightly reflected its growth and
status.

The SAGB celebrated its ninetieth anniversary in 1962 by building six new rooms on the
ground floor specifically for sittings. These are still in use, providing ideal private venues.
Still, the Association continued to offer sittings with top class mediums, such as psychic
artist Coral Polge, Lilian Bailey, Ursula Roberts, Doris Collins, Magdalene Kelly, Harold
Sharp, Nora Blackwood, Robin Stevens and David Young, to name but a few.

In recent years, the Association has undergone a carefully planned refurbishment, still
honouring Spiritualist pioneers by remembering them with the Oliver Lodge Hall, Dowding
Wing and Conan Doyle Hall. Indeed, on display is a chair in which Sir Arthur wrote a
number of his famous Sherlock Holmes' stories, Facilities have been upgraded all round,
with glittering new chandeliers in the Oliver Lodge Hall, with its original Adam fireplaces.

As well as offering sittings, the Association also provides spiritual healing on a daily basis,
and organises both lectures and workshops whilst the recently opened Adam Suite is
devoted to various compiementary therapies. Naturally, classes are also heid for those
wishing to develop their innate psychic gifts.

True to its founding fathers, the Association is at the very forefront of promoting
high-quality younger mediums from all parts of the UK in addition to already established
mediums. Public demonstrations of clairvoyance are held daily so that everyone -
convinced Spiritualist or not - can attend and, perhaps for the first time, come into contact
with mediumship and Spiritualism in conducive surroundings.

As such, the SAGB does not have an officlal Mission Statement, to use a hideous modern
expression. But if it did, perhaps it would run along these lines:

"To offer evidence to the bereaved that man survives the change called death and,
because he Is a spiritual being, retains the faculties of individuality, personality and
intelligence, and can willingly return to those left on earth, ties of love and friendship
being the motivating force.

"To offer spiritual healing to those suffering from dis-ease, whether in mind, body or spirit,
in a warm and loving environment.

"With both of these objectives in mind, to offer only the best and highest so that those on
both sides of the veil can progress in a truly spiritual sense.”




A Special Evening of Clairvoyance

with

Marie Lang

Saturday £7th June 7.30pm-9.00pm

*ticket event only*

Tickets on sale now at £5
from

The Light On the Hill
Harrow Spiritualist Church
I Vaughan Road

Harrow
HA1 4DP

Tel: 07528 348 432

www.lightonthehill.co.uk
email:lightonthehill@live.co.uk




Private Sittings

Mediums to incllude: Alan Albiston, Gloria
Skerritt, Val Brown, Sarah Thompson, Brian
Dean, Sheila Stewart, Ron Jordan and oth-
ers. Bookings with Ken Valentine on
01923-242156

Saturday November the 23rd
10am to 4pm
£5.00 Admission

“Harrow Spiritualist Church 1 Vaughan Road Harow Middlesex
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Harrow SNU Church
1 Vaughan Road
Harrow Middx HA1 4DP

20 th January 1996 Harrow Church’s
60 th Birthday

70.00 am to 72.30 pm Mediums Morning
£5.00 per Oitting

2.00 pm to 4.30 pm Leslie {Hames, the
Okills of divination from “Photographs
Tickets £4.00.

7.30 pm to 9.30 pm “Psychic Artist
Coral “Polge with “Bill L2andis
Tickets £4.00.

A Special event ficket is available for all the IR
above events Priced £70.00.
Book with

Ken “Valentine on 071923 242756
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powers even he
barely believes

the = sceptics’

everyday lives:

the  minister .at ‘the Harrow National Spiritualist

Church,

Now-45 he has known of his ‘powers’ smce he was

a schoolboy :and has developed
them into"an" art-which takes
him round the‘world to ‘prove
surviyal’ or, put’another way,
the!l commuous existence of the

} Blackmore, of
mversaty,. told  the

nvention of the Para-

c:auon 1hat
id

! comin
that' makes you' feei quite at
"ease.
iy HE has the shghtly camp air.of
g (at

SEPTEMBER 3rd 1987

mud throwing,
m and associated .psychic
a form a'significant part of our

Asa ch:k_:l I‘watchcd series Ilke Randall and

dlsap ga whcn my mother twitched her nose.
. And wuhonl sounding too much like the Bishop of
Durham religious mysticism, too, could be argued as
owing too much to humanistic psychnc powers,
Certainly that line of argument would curry some’
favour with Ruislip spiritualist Robin Stevens, who is

‘could; ‘have done,
. ‘described fimes when he would

._—,%

his studded ear, vulgar gold
jewellery and the small crystal
~ball on his mantelpiece. .

0
tRAT he could see what I was

.thmkmg which was -a little

disconcerting. [ do not think he
but he .

confront people with: their lies
—  his_only “way of knewmg

‘B
when I cont‘ront them!"' hesaid.

Mr Stevens is well respected
in his ficld. Colleagues in the
Institute of Spiritualist Mediums
dcscnbcd him as one of the bewt
WWumﬁ ™
seventies he performed in fronl
of a total of 18,000 people in
three dates at the Albert Hall,

Despite: all his success, Mr
Stevens refusestogo profcsswnal
He appreciates. -the ' ‘normal’
working - difestyle in ‘which he
mixes with -non=spiritualist
people and -uses that ‘wider

corpses (and as much given

experience: to help hi
the imessages he. o

None of this, ofcoursc
proven andso, like, Chnsnan
and ‘other rcllglons requires
faith,

. .Mr Stevens himselfcan bareiy
:‘bchcvc wha! hc says he can.d

“There was.one time:I'had no’
contact; I just said to the
audience ‘Sorry, there's nothing
thereandsat down: Lcanalford
to do:that because my mougnge
doesn’t depcnd on it,” he:s

again when such attemipts fall A“d as a ministerof ach

PROMISE

SUMMERTIME

FROM TOWN
I

sul
AND |

‘he reaffirmed”his com
to .the living, not ‘the dead
though itwould seem he spcnds

Mat) bt Mr Stevens has used his
expertise to help psychiatristsin

Iceland: ; a lot of time talkmg to both:
Andaccordi toMrStcvcns ; s S
he can diflerentiale BeTWe O 0

anyone can )usl set thems
ip as a medium or psychic and,
m'ke aclot ofl m?{ney (s)

schizophrenic anda well person
with ‘mediumistic powers — a
tricky thing to'do ‘as bot
some cases; will‘hear voices

and register

g ) d
is supposed to surround: ea church whichof-course s

one of us) s very jagged and © '

' Comlﬁencing.Septe_mher

EVENING

COLIRSES

SUMMER &
WAS

3ft £125
4ft 6in £498
5ft f£a20

Price includes
fAntique fi,
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VISION QUEST WORKSHOP

Come walk with me along the good red road to the blue road of
Spirit.

In this day and age, few of us can afford to take the time from our
busy schedules to experience the real thing. Neither does modern
man have the physical stamina to survive without repercussions
four days without food and water, exposed to the elements.
However, we can do the next best thing.

In keeping with the Native American concept of fours, the
workshop will last four hours. First we will first discuss the Vision
Quest, its purpose, its intent. Later we will pair up and follow though
with a guided visualisation. After a short break we will discuss--first
as pairs, then as a group--the individual results.

Please remember to bring either a pillow or a blanket as we will be
sitting or laying on the floor.

Group Leader: Jessica Palmer (Little Deer Comes Dancing)
Lakota by ancestry, Palmer has been teaching courses about
Native American culture in the UK for the last two years.

« Date: Saturday, 5 December, 1998
« Time: 1.30 pm through 5.30 pm
» Place:
HARROW SPIRITUALIST CHURCH, 1 VAUGHN ROAD, HARROW

(just a short walk from Metropolitian Line's Hamow-on-the-Hill tube station)




Harrow National Spiritualist Church
VAUGHAN ROAD, HARROW, MIDDLESEX.

GENERAIL. INFORMATION

President George Farr 907 5561
Vice President Robin M. Stevens MSNU

Robert Ward
Secretary Dawn Everett 841-5740
Treasurer Stephen Thompson
Speakers Secretary Ken Valentine 0923 242156
Membership Secretary Margaret Ward 427-3770
Committee Members George Smith

Vera Swan

Sarah Ward

¥ F F O3B OF OFOE OE X OF OB OE OF OB ¥ X ¥ ¥ R K X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

SUNDAY SERVICES. Address & Clairvoyance at 6.30 p.m.

JUNE . JULY

2nd LES WAKEHAM 7th JEAN DYNAN CSNU

T ATIRT FT A TYITHAT DIRTITT |



16th JEAN BASSETT MSNU 21st ANN & MICHEAL MILES
23rd ROBIN STEVENS MSNU 28th BILLY ELTON MSNU

30th MIKE TURNER CSNU

— e e e em e e mm mm e  mm mm s = e e == = e =

EAL.JING

Healing is available EVERY MONDAY morning from 10.00 a.m till noon.

Healing is also available, ON REQUEST, following each Sunday service.

DISCUSSION GROUP

Thursday. June 20th at &.00 p.m. "ELEMENTS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH"
Thursday, July 25th at &.00 p.m. "SUPERSTITION AND SPIRIT"

The Group is led by ROBIN STEVENS MSNU.

Admission £1.00 Members - £1.50 Non-Members <{(incl. refreshments)




MIDWEEK SERVICES - Clairvoyance — Wednesday at 8.00 p.m.

i JULY

5th 3rd
12th VERA WARNER 10th JOYCE RAWKINS
19th PAT ELDRIDGE 17th DOROTHY FEGAN
26th SANDRA FIELD 24th PRINCE HEWITT

31st TOM FLYNN

SPECIAL EVENTS
++++tt bbbttt

Saturday, Eth JTune from 11 a. m.

*CAMERA FAIR"™
Admission 50p.




Saturdays, 27t hHh July
COACH OUTING TO HOVE

for the
West London District Council Annual Rally

Gordon Higginson MS5NU, Jill Harland and Glynn Edwards will demonstrate
clairvoyance
Coral Polge and Robin Stevens MSNU will present a joint demonstration
of psychic art and clairvoyance

Tickets "£10. 00 muu inclusive.

# F F F F ¥ F FFFEFFEFEL
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.mw:eeae Spirvitualist Chure
1 BVaughan Road, SHarvow,

MNiiovlesex v
Generval Information

Qq\f\j

Honorary President in Spirit Robin M Stevens

President George Farr

Vice President Robert Ward

Secretary Steven Thompson 081 429 0550
Treasurer Steven Thompson 081 429 0550
Speakers Secretary Ken Valentine 0923 242156
Membership Secretary Margaret Ward 081 427 3770
Commitee Members George Smith, Ken Roberts,

Sarah Thompson, Denise Pilgrim
Don Rutland, Phillis Rutland.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Services For >:m§ﬁ 1994

Sundays (6.30 Pm) Wednesdays (8.00 Pm)

-—al. ~_ 8 fSE Lo PP | M ee e~




13th Healing Service
20th John Hodge MSNU
& Janette Flemming

9 th Peter Close

iI6th Ron Jordan

27th Tony Stockwell 28rd  John Graham
Alan Albiston
~Services For Se ?ﬁﬁmﬁ 1995
Sundays (7.30 Pm) Wednesdays (8.00Pm)
3rd Marie Coleman 6th Robert Brown
10th Chris & Jim Huetson iI3th Audrey Bailey
17th Majory Kite 20th Anne & Michael Miles CSNU
24th Clive Daniels & Vojtek 29th Eva O'Brien D
0 %

PLEASE NOTE SERVICE TIMES
ADMITTANGE WILL NOT BE PERMITTED
AFTER
7.45 PM ON SUNDAYS & 8.15S PM ©ON
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by Matthew Hutton

SPIRIT INSPIRATIONS
By Denise Pilgrim.

Con-Psy Publications ISBN 979-1-868680-43-7
£7.95 inc p&p From Con-Psy Publications,
P.0.Box 14, Greenford. Middlesex, UB6 OUF.

A practicing Spiritualist. Denise Pilgrim
had been a member of Harrow Spiritualist Church
(The Light On The Hill), for over 20 years when she
was encouraged to join the church committee.
Denise tells us: I was happy to be a part of the
church committee and after a short while was asked
1o chair the services, which I did with much trepida-
lion, as 1 have an aversion 1o being the focus of other
peoples attention. Despite her bashfulness, our
authoress unknowingly took the first steps towards
writing this book.

When told | would need to do a reading
for each service that [ chaired, I thought that an easy
task and all I would need to do is find a book from
the library on spiritual matters and read an inspiring
section to the congregation, that would uplift them
and help them in their daily lives. Denise searched
and searched through countless books for many
days. but could not find; just what I wanted to say
within the limited time slot for a reading she tells
us. I then began to ask spirit for some inspirational
words to share with the congregation,

Fortunately for Denise (but more proba-
bly a tribute to mediumistic abilities), words began to
flow and Denise was delighted by the information
she was receiving, and she soon lost her fears about
public speaking. After a littie while in this role,
Denise found her self being approached after her
talks by members of the church, who would ask for a
copy of my reading, who claimed they had enjoyed it
so much. | continue to chair the services Denise
tells us, and to receive inspirational writing, which I
still share with my friends at Harrow Spiritualist
Church.I kept each reading that I received and this
has now formed my first book.

SPIRIT INSPIRATIONS is a brilliant
source of material for church reading, and has a mod-
ern originality along with some nice traditional
touches. A timely and rather apt example of which
tells us: Al this time of year, there are many gifis
exchanged, but there is one gift from spirit that costs
nothing and is given to us freely, it is available to us
every day of the year, and it falls into our laps unan-
nounced and without eeremony, and that gift is love.
| know you are not surprised by this revelation, for
you hear that this is given to you weekly in your ser-
vices, and as it is given to you, so you should also
give it freely. It truly is the only thing that you can
give away and become rich, not in earthly riches, but
spiritual riches, With each gift you give this
Christmas. make sure there is plenty of love wrapped
up mside
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The gifts you receive this Christmas,
may not be many in number, but can be spiritually
multiplied many times over if the right thoughts are
used. Do not forget that your thoughts and the motive
and reasoning behind those thoughts affect those that
they are directed to. In thought and deed, send your
love and be fruitful, for the gift of love you send
today will undoubtedly be yours in the future
Denise Pilgrim was a new name to me, but one [ will
look out for in the future, She has a fresh and mod-
em-day style of writing, with a old-school classic
approach. However, 1 am now at a puzzle as to
whether this book is a mark of her extraordinary liter-
ary ability, or the quality of teaching from her Spirit
Guides!

Denise reminds us: It has been said to us
many times by communicators from the world of
spirit, that there is but a thin veil, which separates this
physical world from the world of spirit. This has
been demonstrated to us many times throughout our
lives with the constant love and words of wisdory,
and encouragement that they bring 10 us through
mediums., SPIRIT INSPIRATIONS should be
compulsory reading iiiacerial in every church.

With almost one hundred entries written
by a mediumistic speaker, primarily for church read-

ings, this book is a real must. However, [ also recom-
mend the book for people to read at home as it
makes for a profound reading, and Denise herself
tells us:

This book has been written for use in
churches and for the comfort of individuals, who are
seeking spiritual comfort and knowledge. When a
short reading is required in church services, this book
is ideal. When the problems of life become over-
whelming and threaten to overpower your self worth,

just pick up this book and tumn to the appropriate

page. Each reading can be a tool to help you to get
through those difficult times, the words can help you
to rise above your troubles giving you that extra
strength of endurance and stength and proving that
the power of spirit is at work in your life.

Without question, one of the best books
ever written of this type Very highly recommended.

Vi1
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Qur History of [light on the hill

by
PBob & Margaret Ward

Margaret joined the Church about 1982 and later was elected to the committee
when ltalia Cross was president. After about one to two years Robin Stevens
became president. | joined the Church about 1984 and about 1986 was elected
vice-president , (Robin was president.)

Robin, as you know, was a great medium and in demand around the world; and
so it was marvellous to chair for him at Harrow Church and even more so to
chair for him at his Experimental Mediumship Evenings, which were done as a
Saturday Evening Special. These evenings were extra special and usually
included the following:

1. Blindfold Clairvoyance

This was clairvoyance where the medium could not see the person who was
receiving the message, or see their body language, or hear their voice. Robin
would be blindfolded and he would give out information and | would ask that any
person taking it should not speak but to raise their hand and from then on just
shake or nod their head in reply. | would then tell Robin the answer to his
clairvoyance as a 'yes' or 'no'.

Before the blindfold was taken off, one tray was filled with psychometry items
and another was filled with photos which were put into sealed envelopes with
numbers written on.

2. Psychometry

You need to be careful here that the item had not been recently handled by lots
of other people.

3. Photo reading

Robin would describe the features of the person in the hidden photo and some
facts about them. The envelope would then be opened and the facts discussed
with the owner of the photo to see how much of the information was correct.

Robin would then be taken to the committee room.

4. Book Reading

| would then take two or three volunteers to the library area. One would choose a
book at random, the second person a page at random and the third any
quotation of their choice from this page which was memorised, then written
down.

| then placed it in a sealed envelope and returned to the platform. Robin then left
the committee room and joined me. | would hand the envelope to him and he
would hold it, sometimes to the centre of his forehead, and then say what had
been written down. The reults of this were often truly spectacular!

5. Raffle Ticket Reading

On entry each person would be given a raffle ticket. Each ticket stub would be
placed in a box. | would select a ticket stub at random and hand it to Robin. He
would then give a 'reading' from the ticket-stub alone, not knowing who had

drawn the ticket. Then the person holding that ticket number would be asked to
reveal themselves and a discussion would follow on how acciirate the




6. Precognition

During the week prior to the evening of clairvoyance Robin would write down on
a card 20 facts about a person attending the event. This was placed in a sealed
envelope. On the outside of the envelope was written a seat number in the
Church, (say third row on the left, fourth seat from the central aisle.) This was
given to me in the committee room before the congregation arrived at the Church
and | kept it in my pocket at all times. At this point in the demonstration | would
identify the person on the seat number and then open the envelope and read a
fact about this person from the card. Robin would then discuss this with them.
The lowest Robin ever scored was 18 out of 20.............. not bad eh?

| mention these things because they seem to represent the very pinnacle of
mediumistic ability. Perhaps more spectacular than, but not as important as, first-
class evidence. Perhaps you know of someone today who might be able to do
some of these things at Harrow. Perhaps you and Denise might give them a go
privately. Unfortunately, |I've never experienced

direct-voice, physical mediumship or apports.

My investigation into the origins of Harrow Church led me to the following info.
which may be of use.

Harrow Spiritualist Society was formed in the early 1900s and used a home in

Wealdstone. Some time later, perhaps in the 1920s, a Mr. Crosoer became
president. He was a dentist with a 'Hindes Road' address so perhaps he had his
dental practice and living accommodation there. (I think that the Harrow
Spiritualist Society may have held their meetings there.)

Anyway, Sunday meetings were moved to the Conservative Club Harrow and
remained there until the Church was constructed at Vaughan Road. When |
moved to Harrow in 1964, the Conservative Club was still there, situated on the
main road by the back entrance of Harrow on the Hill metropolitan line station. A
few years after 1964 it was knocked down and replaced by the current office
blocks.

Mr. Crosoer was responsible for seeking to buy the land firstly at what is now the
'Sacred Heart School!' site, (on the right as you go from Wealdstone High Rd.
towards Long Elmes), and finally at Vaughan Rd. The corrugated-iron building of
Harrow Spiritualist Church was originally a church, or more likely a church hall,
from Feltham Middlesex. This was purchased by Harrow Spiritualist Society and
re-erected on the newly purchased Vaughan Rd. site. In order to preserve the
Church for future generations and to prevent the possibility of Church assets
falling into individual hands, Harrow Spiritualist Society became affiliated to the
S.N.U. and changed it's name to The Harrow Spiritualist Church.

Margaret served on the committee as Membership secretary from 1984 to 2001.
We both trained as healers and were awarded our C17 certificates after which
we worked at the Healing Clinics on Mondays and Thursdays.

Both Margaret and myself also ran Private Sittings on Saturdays, once a month,
for several years.

In addition we were happy to organize many Church social events which were
not only good fun but raised funds for the running and upkeep of the Church. All
in all we worked hard for the Church as it was an important part of our lives.

We sadly miss this now we are living in New Zealand, (but not the hard work!)
There's nothing as good as dear old Harrow Church over here............... more's
the pity!
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HARROW SNU CHURCH % = . B |

Harrow SNU Church
_Umcmrmn AHernoon Tea
at 3pm
Saturday 26th September 2009

ADMIT ONE

b 1 Vaughan Road Harrow
HAT 4DP

Tel: 07528 348432

ing.

fudi

inour

Psychic Aftemoan Tea @ 3pm

inc
on 07528 348 432

-

 Invite you to partake
Entrance by Ticket Only
Members £15 Non Members £17
Call to Book your Ticket Now!

Our Famous 10p Quiz
e
Saturday 26th September 2009

*Don't forget to bring plenty of 10p's*

EEEEEERN

1 Vaughan Rd Harrow Middx. HA1 4DP
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Carol Service

Sunday 20th December
7:30pm

Clairvoyance

By

Douglas Harvey

Followed by

Christmas Raffle

Light Refreshments
Happy Christmas

See you all on
Sunday 10th January 2010




Date: 05/07/10

Thank You

As | stepped into the Harrow Spiritualist Church,

| felt at home, so | decided to stop and search

Welcomed by the kind and gentle Hazel and other smiling faces
so many backgrounds, cultures and races

| entered the church for some answers and comfort

as | was confused and going round in a circumference
When | am at the church | feel blessed and caressed

all because of the great people and the voice of God Les.

| had many sleepless nights,

all because of my deadly frights,

but As David and Les induced me with their healing powers

it is now so much easier to climb those long and endless towers

| was feeling very low and so | was given a book

as | read the book | was amazed and became hook

Written by the beautiful Denise Pilgrim herself,

May she write more great books, so she can fill more shelves.

The Wonderful Psychic Circle facilitated by Douglas,

He is full of knowledge and to meet him is a great must
Not once | have | been treated like a stranger,

| feel so happy and never in danger.

Hazel, David, Denise, Douglas and Les
You bring harmony, and the Church with bless.

Thank you Church for all the acceptance and all your love
since | have met you great people | feel all above

May God continue to bless this Church and Sanctuary

as forever to come will be more souls in search just like me

Amen.

Thank you my Guides, Sai Baba Ji, Angels and Spirit Helpers for writing this wonderful poem.
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Church raises
over £400

ON SATURDAY 20" March,
Harrow (Light on the Hill)
Spiritualist Church opened
its doors for a day of fund-
raising in aid of the victims
of Haiti’s devastating earth-
- quake,
' Membership Secretary David
‘Middleton told PN: “The day
started with a coffee morning.
There were private sittings,
healing and stalls selling cryst-
als and spiritual books.

“We then had a demonstra-
tion of clairvoyance by Les
and Denise Pilgrim and Terry
Bowen. This was popular, with
around 40 people attending.

“We raised over £400 for the
welfare of the victims.

~ “I must report that it was a
very enjoyable day, helped by
the positive energy of all those
who gave up their time to run
it, and all those generous
people who supported the day.”

For further details of events
at the church, visit: www.
lightonthehill.co.uk

— -




Origins of Light on the Hill

After the First World War spiritualist meetings were held in various halls in
Harrow and in 1936 the Harrow Spiritualist Church, accommodating 180
people, was opened in Vaughan Road. (fn. 23) Home circles in the Wembley area
developed in 1929 into the Wembley Spiritualists' Society. Rooms were hired
until the Wembley Spiritualists' National Church was constructed in 1957 in St.
John's Road. (fn. 24) In 1940 a Spiritualist church, meeting in a private house in
Rayners Lane, was registered in Pinner (fn. 25) and a Christian Spiritualist
church, St. Michael's, was registered in Northolt Road, Roxeth, and, later in that
year, in Kenton Road, Kenton. (fn. 26) Another Christian Spiritualist church,
founded in 1948, met initially in Cecil Park, Pinner, and, from 1949, in Bridge
Street. (fn. 27) The Evangelicals met in a wooden building in Wealdstone from
1921 until a brick building was opened in Mason's Avenue in 1928. (fn. 28) A
second church was opened in Charlton Road, Kenton, in 1959. (fn. 29) Jehovah's
Witnesses were established in 1936 in Harrow, using hired rooms until a
Kingdom Hall was erected in Peel Road, Wealdstone, in 1939. (fn. 30) A
Kingdom Hall was opened in Oakington Manor Drive, Wembley, (fn. 31) in 1956
and a separate community was founded at Pinner in 1958. (fn. 32) The
Assemblies of God opened the South Harrow Pentecostal Assembly in Northolt
Road, Roxeth, in 1938 and re-registered it as the Full Gospel Church in South
Hill Avenue in 1959. (fn. 33) They also registered rooms in 1941 in Wembley,
first in Neeld Parade and then in Wembley Hill Road, but this registration was
cancelled in 1954, (fn. 34) The one Seventh Day Adventist church grew out of
services held in the Majestic Ballroom and other halls in Wembley in 1940; a
house in Barham Close was bought and registered in 1941, (fn. 35) Christian
Scientists first met in Oddfellows Hall, Maxwell Lane, Pinner in 1920. A Sunday
school and reading room were erected in EIm Park Road in 1926 and the
community was recognized as a branch of the First Church of Christ, Scientist,
in 1929. The church was built and registered in 1937. (fn. 36) A Harrow branch
was formed in 1953 and met in the Labour Hall, Railway Approach. (fn. 37)

From: 'Harrow, including Pinner : Protestant nonconformity', A History of the
County of Middlesex: Volume 4: Harmondsworth, Hayes, Norwood with
Southall, Hillingdon with Uxbridge, Ickenham, Northolt, Perivale, Ruislip,
Edgware, Harrow with Pinner (1971), pp. 261-264. URL: http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22475. Date accessed: 08 July 2008.




